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When it comes to voice-operated, personal assistants, more and
more of us are adding them to our homes. There’s a number of
options to choose from including Amazon’s Alexa, Google’s Home
Nest and Apple’s Home Pod. If your home is like ours, you
might have more than just one brand.

Over a number of posts, I’m going to talk about each of these
assistants and today, I’m starting with the Google Home Nest.
We have what is pictured above, the Google Home Mini. It sits
on our kitchen counter and Joyce is the primary user. She uses
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it to set timers while she’s cooking or baking; and, because
the kitchen is close to our laundry room, she uses it to set
reminder timers for the washer and/or dryer. She might have it
play music while she’s in the kitchen, too.

We also use the Google Mini to control some lights in our home
and to tell us the weather and much more. If you have one of
these devices, you probably know how to ask it about the time,
about the weather, etc. But, in this post, I want to share
some of the lesser-known commands. Remember, although I show
“Hey, Google” in each of these commands, you can also say “Ok,
Google” to start the command process.

Volume
“Hey Google, set the volume at 5.” Or, “Hey Google, set the
volume at 50%.”

“Hey Google, turn the volume up.” Or, “Hey Google, turn the
volume down.”

Timers
“Hey Google, set a timer for 15 minutes.” (Replace the 15 with
whatever time you want.)

“Hey Google, how much time is left on my timer?”

“Hey Google, set a second timer for 1 hour.” (When you already
have one time going. Replace the 1 hour with whatever time you
want.)



Shopping/Food
“Hey  Google,  add  Hersey’s  Kisses  to  my  shopping  list.”
(Replace Hershey’s kisses with whatever item you want on the
list.)

“Hey Google, how many calories are in red grapes?” (Replace
grapes with your own food selection.)

“Hey Google, what’s on my shopping list?”

“Hey Google, how do you make meatloaf?”

Language and Math
“Hey Google, how do you say I love you in Spanish?” (Choose
your own word or phrase and choose the language.)

“Hey Google, define thimblerig.”

“Hey Google, how much is $20 in euros?” (Choose your own
amount and your currency.)

“Hey Google, how much is 546 x 12?” (Choose your own amounts
and your own type – plus, minus, divided by, times, etc.)

Traffic and Weather
“Hey Google, how far is it from home to Walt Disney World?”
(By now, you know… from where to where – you choose.)

“Hey Google, how long will it take me to get from home to the
Home Depot on Gatlin?”



“Hey Google, will I need an umbrella today?”

Just For Fun
“Hey Google, what’s the loneliest number?”

“Hey Google, where’s Waldo?”

“Hey Google, what’s your best pickup line?”

“Hey Google, how may roads must a man walk down?”

“Hey Google, do you know the muffin man?”

“Hey Google, flip a coin.”


