
 

Model trains come in various sizes, often referred to as scales and gauges. The 

size of a model train refers to its proportionate size in relation to a real-life 

train. Here are some of the most common model train scales and gauges: 

1. G Scale (G Gauge): 

• Scale: 1:22.5 to 1:32 

• Track Gauge: 45mm (1.772 inches) 

• Large size, often used for garden railways. 

2. O Scale (O Gauge): 

• Scale: 1:48 

• Track Gauge: 1.25 inches (32mm) 

• Popular for Lionel and MTH model trains. 

3. S Scale (S Gauge): 

• Scale: 1:64 

• Track Gauge: 0.883 inches (22.5mm) 

• In between O and HO scale in terms of size. 

4. HO Scale (HO Gauge): 

• Scale: 1:87.1 

• Track Gauge: 16.5mm (0.65 inches) 

• One of the most popular model train scales worldwide. 

5. N Scale (N Gauge): 

• Scale: 1:160 

• Track Gauge: 9mm (0.354 inches) 

• Smaller than HO scale, good for compact layouts. 

6. Z Scale (Z Gauge): 

• Scale: 1:220 

• Track Gauge: 6.5mm (0.256 inches) 

• Extremely small scale, suitable for very compact layouts. 

7. TT Scale (TT Gauge): 

• Scale: 1:120 

• Track Gauge: 12mm (0.472 inches) 

• Less common but offers a compromise between HO and N scales. 

8. Scale Models (1:1 Scale): 



• These are actual-size models used for various purposes, including 

display, testing, and training. 

9. Other Scales: 

• There are also less common scales like G1 (1:32), On30 (1:48), and 

others that cater to specific niches within the model railroading 

hobby. 

The choice of scale and gauge depends on factors like available space, 

personal preferences, and the level of detail and realism desired in the model 

railroad layout. Each scale has its own advantages and challenges, and 

enthusiasts choose the one that suits their needs and interests best. 

 


